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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Proposed Amendment After Final Rejection submitted under 37 C.F.R. 1.116 
filed 12/19/2003 places the application in condition for allowance, considering the 
cancellation of non-elected claims 1-13. 

EXAIVIINER'S AMENDIVIENT 
1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney Nathaniel Wallace (48,909) on December 23, 2003. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

BEGIN EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
Claim 15: The wording "The system of claim 14" (line 1) has been replaced by: "The 
memory device of claim 14". 

Claim 16: The wording "The system of claim 14" (line 1) has been replaced by: "The 
memory device of claim 14°. 

Claim 18: The wording "The system of claim 14" (line 1) has been replaced by: "The 
memory device of claim 14". 
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Claim 19: The wording "The system of claim 18" (line 1) has been replaced by: "The 

memory device of claim 18". 

END OF EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 14-16 and 18-19 are allowed. The following Is an examiner's statement 

of reasons for allowance: 

Pogge et al (6,599,778 B2), previously made of record and cited, teach (cf. 

Figures 3G and 4E): 

a dimple 38 (cf. col. 5, lines 1 1-20) ground into a back side lb (cf. Figure 4C and 
col. 5, line 1 and col. 5, lines 11-15) of a semiconductor substrate 1 (cf. col. 4, line 67); 

a trench 39 (cf. col. 5, lines 1 1-20) extending from the bottom portion of the 
dimple exposing a portion 22 (cf. col. 5, lines 11-20; cf. Figures SB, 3G and 4E) of a 
vertical trench fill 24/26 (cf. Figures 2E and 2F and col. 4, lines 5-41); and 

a conductive material 22 (cf. col. 5, lines 1 1-20) connecting the vertical trench fill 
and a buried plate 23 (cf. col. 4, lines 5-1 8). The further limitation that the said trench be 
"milled" is immaterial to the present device claim 14. 

However, the conductive material 22 as taught by Pogge et al does not cover a 
portion of the bacl<side lb of the semiconductor sul>strate 1 unlike in Figure 3b of 
Applicant's disclosure. 

An update has not revealed prior art over which the independent claim must be 
rejected. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johannes P Mondt whose telephone number is: 703- 
306-0531 BEFORE February 4, 2004; and 571-272-1919 AFTER February 4, 2004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J Flynn can be reached on 703-308-6601 BEFORE February 4, 
2004, and on 571-272-1915 AFTER Febmary 4, 2004. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 703-308-5399. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



JPM 

December 19, 2003 



